Innovative Issues and Approaches in Social Sciences (IIASS)
Consequently, the article is focused on content analysis of legal and strategic documents from various relevant international institutions, which are active in the field of competitiveness analysis and measurement. The article focuses on exploring different sets of competitiveness factors and by comparing those tries to identify the most frequent ones and group them into several main groups based upon similar characteristics.
Understanding of competitiveness
Theoretical approaches to competitiveness can be roughly divided into two major groups. On the one hand, we can identify approaches that look at competitiveness as the ability of a territory to achieve an advantage over other countries, regions, etc. This group is represented
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Innovative Issues and Approaches in Social Sciences, Vol.4, No.2 mainly by classical economics and economic schools based on classical foundations. On the other hand, it is possible to identify approaches that base country's competitiveness on the ability to sell its products in international trade (e.g. New Trade Theory). Conjunction of these two groups is the identification of productivity as the source of success, and thus figuratively meaning the competitiveness, of a country or a region.
Among the most influential authors of classical economists, who directly examined the "advantages" of countries against other countries (today we could in this respect consider these advantages to be in a figurative meaning the competitiveness of countries), were particularly Adam Krugman, in his theory criticizes the concept of territorial competitiveness. In his view, the concept of competitiveness is not significant and Krugman mentions a dangerous obsession in connection to national competitiveness. His criticism is based on three key points (Krugman, 1994) . There is no limit that would represent the bankruptcy of a country. Competitiveness of countries is not a zero-sum game and the success of one country does not consequently mean the loss of another country. And finally, if competitiveness has any meaning, then it is only a different expression of productivity (growth in living standards is determined by productivity growth). The productivity level then provides a sustainable level of prosperity that can be achieved by the economy." In other words, more competitive economy can produce higher incomes for its residents.
World Economic

Institute for Strategy and Competitiveness at the Harvard Business
School is the workplace of one of the world's leading authorities in the field of competitiveness -Michael Porter. Porter says: "The prosperity of the country depends on its competitiveness, which is derived from the productivity with which the country can produce goods and services". (Porter, 2008) In the report prepared by Porter under a study by the Council for U.S. Competitiveness 13 (Porter, 2007) , which he dedicated to the understanding of competitiveness and its causes, defines the goal of competitiveness as the improvement of nations prosperity measured by living standards per capita. The basic source of long-term prosperity is productivity with which a country can use its human, financial and natural resources in the production of goods (Porter, 2007 
Understanding of competitiveness in Slovakia
From the view of the implementation of competitiveness theory and measurement of competitiveness in economic policy, three main strategic documents at national level were analyzed: National strategic and reference framework Taking into account all of the above mentioned aspects, Slovakia should in the field of competitiveness understanding focus primary on the approach of the EU. The EU understanding is clearly focused not only on economic aspects of competitiveness, its legal and strategic documents are in most cases directly implemented or taken into account also in Slovakia and it is one of the few approaches that identifies regional foundations of competitiveness even by including the regional aspect in its definitions.
Competitiveness understanding -conclusions
The approaches dominating in national competitiveness definition today are based either on microeconomic foundations (companies) or on a very popular concept in modern theory -the regional competitiveness.
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As for the regional foundations of competitiveness, many of the analyzed theoretical approaches and institutions describe competitiveness generally and mostly for the national level, not for regional level, but identify a reciprocal connection among these two types of competitiveness. Regional competitiveness can be viewed from different perspectives. The difference is mostly in the way of deriving regional competitiveness. Based on some studies on the analysis of competitiveness it is possible to identify two main ways of deriving regional competitiveness. We can distinguish a top-down approach, which promotes the derivation of regional competitiveness by linking its factors and definition to the same aspects as national competitiveness.
The opposite is a bottom-up approach describing regional competitiveness as the sum of the competitiveness of all the businesses operating in the region. (Martin, 2004) The regional aspect of competitiveness is important also from the viewpoint of Slovak republic, which identifies regional level as a vital fundament of the overall national competitiveness. 
Performance / Production Effectiveness
For most of the analyzed theories and documents, the notion of competitiveness is understood as the ability of countries to realize their products on international markets, with particular attention paid to the ability to increase productivity. Competitiveness is therefore directly linked to the country's ability to use more efficiently production factors to 
Infrastructure
This group does not only represent the physical transport infrastructure (roads, railways, etc). It is the overall infrastructure important for the development potential of the analyzed territory. Therefore, this group will include factors such as transport infrastructure, internet and broadband infrastructure, fixed and mobile phones penetration and others. 
Institutions
Institutions group describes the institutional framework of the examined WEF is the exact example of such approach. In this group it identifies only factors seemingly related to education. WEF also identifies higher education as an important factor of competitiveness, but includes this factor in the group of Efficiency Enhancers. The rest of education and human resources related indicators are in the group of Health and Primary Education. The group includes various indicators of the impact of such diseases as malaria, tuberculosis, HIV and other; it analyzes the impact of life expectancy, quality of primary education and primary school enrollment rates. WEF focuses in this view more on the basic quality of human resources, rather than on training and/or education related directly to work and productivity of inhabitants. As mentioned earlier, this is the concern of the group focused on efficiency.
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Environment
Only in the case of OECD we can find a separate group of factors 
Employment / Unemployment
The group represents various measures and characteristics of employment or unemployment of the analyzed area. Long-term success and competitiveness of a territory is directly linked to its ability to create and provide its residents with adequate and sufficient job opportunities. 
Conclusion: A critical overview
National competitiveness has marked a huge growth in the interest and activity in the field in form of many institutions, publications, studies and projects. On the other hand, the field still lacks progress in the conceptual framework, which can be recognized as a vital part of the whole understanding and analysis in order to be able to move the whole topic forward. As an emerging and very popular area of interest, national (or generally speaking territorial) competitiveness is driven mostly by international institutions measuring and ranking competitiveness at country level. Still, the need for development of the conceptual and theoretical content of the issue is necessary.
It is important to note again, that the origins of competitiveness can be in most cases found at the level of enterprises. 
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Innovative Issues and Approaches in Social Sciences, Vol.4, No.2 In conclusion, the proposed competitiveness factor groups should present a universally implementable framework for competitiveness analysis. The content analysis focused on documents prepared by different institutions, from different territorial and theoretical backgrounds and even from both governmental and private levels. Therefore, the analysis and the proposed factor groups can be used in various environments. Having written that, it does not mean these factors are the only possible to be considered or the only right factors. The term "universally" should be referred to more as an analysis basis. The main factors can be adjusted or expanded according to the specific conditions of each analyzed territory. But, as the analysis, research and documents will be prepared based on a jointly acceptable framework, it will allow for the results and outcomes to be partially or fully comparable.
